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A ewRy Refuted : | ir. Thong claims that Deputy Ambassador Wii-
To he C]mirmanlof the NEWS: . L4 Porter and Se.nio.r Tiaison Officer I‘:dWﬂI’d{T‘,’::","
Haoie are masterminding a CIA plot to neu.w li.e
TTAVE ST Tead the article of ITuynh Sanh Thong Houth  Vietnam, behind the back of Ambrssason

"o provide.

no 7 February issuc of the Yale Daily NEWS

ded “Vieinam Between The Red Devil and The
Soep Blue 'C'. This article contains many scrious
cerors and requires refutation which I, as one who
Las spent the past ten years in Vietnam, am happy

-3 Thong gives his faction of the Dai Viet party
reait for installing General Nguyen Khanh as Prime
Ssister. From Paris this group fed Khanh informa- .
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"..on that the generals then in power were “nro- .

“rench neutralists,” thus provoking Xhanh to over-,
throw them. However, this “pro-I'rench neutralist” ‘
caarge has never been proven, and the generals in-
vowed were eventually released for lack of evidencé.
:f My, Thong is pleased to credit the Southern Dai -
Viets for installing Khanh, he is hardly justified in
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odge but presumably on orders from Washington.
fC cites at various places in his article {he names of

anted to néutralize South Vietnam, it would find it
Juch more convenient to say so publicly than to

prey

ashington. it is inconceivable that they could cet
bry far with it without having some responsible
merican or Vietnamese official taking notice and
mplaining. As for the fiftecen backers, at least half
them, known to me personally, do not faver a
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rt of such a solutisn, including the published

fleen Lansdale supporters who back him up in this -
lot. This is utter nonsense! if the Administration

gue with its critics whe favor such a solution. If "
¢ Porter-Lansdale “plot” is not on orders from -

putralist solution in Vietnam, and I have heard or
ad nothing about the others to indicate their sup-

rks which Mr, Thong cites as supnosedly promot- |

biaming Khanh alone for all the subsequent “politi-
cal instability marked by riots, coups and counter-
s coups-in 1664 and-early 1965," especially since the |
Southern Dai Viets had positions of high official |
vesponsibility during part of 1084, Acfive in their |
political machinations, they reorganized their fac- .
iion into a new group called the New Dai Viet Party |
while their leader, Nguyen Ton Hoan, was still Vice *
“Prime Minister for Pacification, and they proceeded -
to place their followers in government jobs.

-

d “an ambivalent formula of nco-colonialism and
utralism.” :

A
As for Lansdale’s having endineored the repince-
fent of General Tran Thien Khiem by Vu Van Thai
Ambassador to the United States, Mv. Thong ig-
res the fact that this change was pronosed by
reign Minister Tran Van Do long before Lansdale
qiurned to'Vietnam, Amhassador Thai's recent oub-
statements certainly do not reveal him fo be a
ove.” Mr. Thong's antipathy towards Ambassador
ai may be exnlained by the fact that Thai's pred-
(fsor was involved in the several abortive coup afe
f[npts in late 1964 and.1665 in which Southern Dai,

ot army oificers participated.
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It is not true that Nguyen Cao Ky and Nguyen Van -
hieu took over the government from Phan Huy
uat in order to “head off soundings for a (neufral-

i; scttlement” of the war. This takeover came
. aoout as the result of a mounting feud between Quat
aid the Chief of State, Pham Khae Suu, who, under
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Mr. Thong's slatements and charges cannot be at-

iie pressure of Cochin Chinese politicians including : Hfhuted entircly to misinformation, for his wild
" Southern Dai Viets, had been attempting to under- ' b|§sts are too flimsy io he eredible. Tn Vietnam,
wine Quat. Quat asked the generals to resolve the hPhwever, where prople e dore nrone to beliove
" feud, and they went one step further in taking over T¥[or and gossip, it Gs 1his Kind of preposterous '
completely, Quat had made no attempt to sound out " ¢ Phiracier fssassivation vt has made such a mess
negotiations with the Communists and did not advo- | of| politics. i fewer Vietonmicese politicians would
cate 2 neutralist solution. If there are “roasons to © epfisider tuciucives and their awn limiicd groups as
believe (hat (President Johnson's peace) talks col-  1)b soic candidates for 4 truly national govern.
iapsed chiefly because Washington could not in time i ndat” but rather join a comwmon effort foxj a com-
produce a government in Saigon to the liking of the i nfqn cause, stable government could be achieved. It
Comraunists,” those reasons are a mystery to every- ! iffhoped that the true nationalists — those in Viets -
one but Mr. Thong, for the US has given every ap- 1 nptn who live with the pioblems of their country —-
nearance of trying'to bolster the government of ! ar making progress towards this end. —

rime Minister Ky, oo C. R Mellor, 1947 |




